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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

MATIONAL SECURITY DECISION
DIRECTIVE NUMBER 19

. .l X . .
v Protection of Classified National SecurxtxﬁCouncxl

.. and Intelllgence Informatlon
S .. RER \.',

{NSC reV|ew completed may be declassmed in full]

{'Unauthorized disclosure of classzfled information under the
‘jurisdiction of .the National Security Council and of classified
intelligence’ reports is a problem of major proportions
within the U.S. Government. The Constitution of the United -
States provides for the protection of individual rights and
liberties, including freedom of speech and freedom of the
press, but it also reguires that government functions be
discharged efficiently and effectively, especially where the
national security is involved. As President of the United
States, I am responsible for hOnorlng both Constitutional
requirements, and I intend to do so in a balanced and careful
manner. I do not believe, however, that the Constitution
entitles government employees, entrusted with confidential
information critical to the functioning and effectiveness of

_ the GOVErnment, to disclose such information with 1mpun1£¥
‘72t this is Pprecisely the 51tuat10n we have. It mustonst bez*C)

allowed to contxnue.

To this end, I hereby establish and dlrect lmplementatlon of
the following policies. R

Contacts with the Media

All contacts with any element of the news media in which
classified National Security Council matters or classified
intelligence information are discussed will require the.
advance approval of a senior official. An administrative -
memorandum will be prepared as soon as possible aftexr the .
contact, recording the subjects discussed and all lnformatxon
provided to the medla representatlves.

ACccess

The unauthorized disclosure of classified National Security
Council information, documents, -and deliberations requires
further control to limit access and to ensure an accurate
record of those who have had access. ' The number of officials
with access to documents relating to NSC matters will be
kept to the minimum essential to the orderly conduct of the
government's buslness.
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Investigations

The government’s lack of success in identifying the'sougces
of unauthorized disclosure of classified National Security
Council information and documents of classified intelligence
information must be remedied and appropriate disciplinary

. 'measures taken. Henceforth, in the event of unauthorized
. ‘disclosure of such information, government employees who .

have had access to that information will be subject to

'ﬁ?invéstigation, to include the use of all legal methods. .

' Appllcabilx.ty and 'Imp-];et.nentai:.iozii"
3 aﬁd;sha11 apply to all employees of, and elements within,

\ - .

e 'provisions of this directive shall be effective-immediately.
agéncies participating in the National Security Council

system, including the Executive Office of the President.

The Assistant to the President for National Securlty.Affalrs

is directed to establish the detailed procedures to implement -

pol;gies..?u‘ _ Do : : | -
A R

FOR OPFICIAL USE ONLY

Approved For Release 2007/12/20 : CIA-RDP87B01034R000600100012-6




25X1

s ~ Approved For Release 2007/12/20 CIA -RDP87B01034R000600100012-6
. . Y LY R
’ . Lu()?é% kuuiy gd‘ i
ROUTING AND RECORD SHEET ™~ '~ = _
SUBJECT: (Optiong!) Lo Sz Sl
' Implementation of NSDD 19 B A/fs"/)/)_f/?‘
FROM: EXTENSION ‘ NO. ’
Chairman, SECOM e 25X1
29 January 1982
I\(s)il:diésmcer designation, room number, and DATE OFFICER'S | COMMENTS {Number each comment to show from whom
RECEIVED | FORWARDED INITIALS to whom. Draw a line across column after each comment.)
1. AN
oy | S
,2? This is what went to DDCI
2. from|[ ~ Jon 29 Jan 82 >5%1
with the following note:
3. "This is the draft imple-
DD/0S ments I was tasked to prepare]29XT
4. comments have been 1Included,.
Walt Elder feels the NFIC
is the appropriate forum
5. for discussion in order to
D/0S include OSD Policy. A copy
of this package has been
6. passed to Bob Gates but he
has not yet had a chance to
react. Request your approval
7. of this approach and any
comments you might have."
8. I'11 keep you informed.
25X1
9.
10.
1.
12.
{NSC review completed - unredacted segments may be declassified]
13.
14, :
9")!‘“2 .
15.
- 2. 0 aqd
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